
March 6, 2016 Lent #4

How to commit and 
care ...

Basic
Instructions
Before
Lent 
Ends …





Careless: we have grown numb to pain.



Robert Putnam – Bowling Alone

We are Disconnected:

Trends over the last 25 years 

Attending Club Meetings = 58% drop 

Family dinners = 43% drop 

Having friends over = 35% drop.

2007 - Male confidants … from 3 to 2. 



Uncommitted: Neighborhoods are gone … busy 
two career families (10%), suburbanization, 

commuting and urban sprawl (10%) 

television and electronic entertainment (25%), 

and generational change, where lack of 

involvement seems normal (over 50%).



Mark 12:30 and you shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with 

all your soul, and with all your mind, 

and with

all your 

strength. 

Care. 

Connect. 

Commit. 



Mark 12:31  The second is this, 'You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.’

Care. Connect. Commit.



Nobody 
cares how 
much you 
know 
until they 
know 
how 
much you 
care.



1.  The laity…

Care. 

Connect. 

Commit. 

The Center for Parish Development Church Growth Principle:



1. The laity ...

2. Are excited ...

Care. 

Connect. 

Commit. 



1. The laity ...

2. Are excited ...

3. About what is 

happening ...

Care. 

Connect. 

Commit. 



1. The laity ...

2. Are excited ...

3. About what is 

happening ...

4. In their church.

Care. 

Connect. 

Commit. 



It doesn't matter what they get excited 

about, as long as they are excited.

Dartball.



Be excited: Put your heart into it! 
Eph 6:7 Work with enthusiasm, as though you 

were working for the Lord rather than for 

people. 8 Remember that the Lord will reward 

each one of us for the good we do…

What do you love? Who can you do it with?

Who do you love? What could you do with them?



Be connected.

What do you love? Who can you do it with?

Who do you love? What could you do with them?

Where there is no neighborhood, we will make one.



Be connected: We’re better together.

What do you love? Who can you do it with?

Who do you love? What can you do with them?



YOU NEED TO CARE.

“We were designed to

be emotional creatures and, sure enough, we 

are. We were built to work and live in close 

connection. We are built to care deeply about 

one another. Get isolated and you will literally 

get sick. Not just unhappy… sick.”

Connect, commit and care, 
or dwindle and die.


