
Feb 7.  ... Be My Friend ...  
John 15:1-17 
 



Goldratt … System Elements 
 

System 

Definition: 

 

1. Identify 

all of the 

elements. 

 

Eliyahu Goldratt, 

Theory of 

Constraints 



2. Compare and Identify Connections 
More important … less important? 

A cause … or a result? 

Everything is connected somehow. 



Current 
Reality 
Tree: 

If … then. 
If … then. 
If … then. 
If … then. 

 
From the 

bottom up.   Root cause 



Fuller Class: Look for my biblical purpose… 
I listed scriptures to identify the elements 



Decision time ...  
Is this a cause  
or a result? 
 
Ordering scriptures 
from roots to fruits 
led to the discovery of 
the single scripture 
upon which 
everything I believed 
to be important 
rested. 



John 15:1  "I am the true vine, and my 

Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch 

of mine that bears no fruit, he takes 

away, and every branch that does bear 

fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 

fruit. 3  You are already made clean by 

the word which I have spoken to you.  

One scripture 



4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can 

you, unless you abide in me. 5  I am the 

vine, you are the branches. He who 

abides in me, and I in him, he it is that 

bears much fruit, for apart from me you 

can do nothing.  

One active ingredient 



6  If a man does not abide in me, he is 

cast forth as a branch and withers; and 

the branches are gathered, thrown into 

the fire and burned. 7  If you abide in 

me, and my words abide in you, ask 

whatever you will, and it shall be done 

for you. 8  By this my Father is glorified, 

that you bear much fruit, and so prove to 

be my disciples.  

  

  
One priority 



11  These things I have spoken to you, 

that my joy may be in you, and that your 

joy may be full. 9  As the Father has 

loved me, so have I loved you; abide in 

my love. 10  If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my 

love, just as I have kept my Father's 

commandments and abide in his love.   

  

One method 



12 "This is my commandment, that you 

love one another as I have loved you. 13  

Greater love has no man than this, that a 

man lay down his life for his friends. 14  

You are my friends if you do what I 

command you.  

  

  

One goal 



15  No longer do I call you servants, for 

the servant does not know what his 

master is doing; but I have called you 

 friends,  
for all that I have heard from my Father I 

have made known to you.  

  

  

One friendship 



single scripture 

 16  You did not choose me, but I chose 

you and appointed you that you should 

go and bear fruit and that your fruit 

should abide; so that whatever you ask 

the Father in my name, he may give it to 

you. 17  This I command you, to love 

one another. 

  

One choice 



My 
Biblical 
Purpose 
begins: 
 
“As a part 
of the vine, 
I ...” 

It’s not up to me – it’s through me. 



If my 
prayers are 
answered, 
it’s because 
I keep the 
commands 
of Jesus:  
 
to love you. 
 



I am ready 
to be 
pruned. 
  
This is 
God’s job, 
not mine. 
 



3 You are 

already 

made clean 

by the word 

which I have 

spoken to 

you.  
 



If I am fruitful, it 
is because I am 
connected to the 
vine … to the 
living Lord Jesus. 
 


