
Advent: December 9, 2018
Series: : Are You Ready For Christmas?

Title: Be Open To Disappointments.

Matthew 1:18-25, Luke 2:1-7

VISION: We are a functional family of God, 

where Jesus is Lord and people grow.

MISSION: Every layperson is called to carry 

out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20); 

every layperson is called to be missional.

(¶126 of the 2016 Book of Discipline)

There are two kinds of people in this world: 

people who need to become disciples and 

disciples who need to become disciple makers.



Lord Jesus, today I am far less 
than the person I want to be or 
can be with your help. I ask today 
that you would be more and more 
the center of my life. 

Call to Worship



Guide me to all that 
is good, cleanse me 
from all that is not. 
Teach me Your ways 
and form in me Your 
nature. 



Help me 
to serve 

you 
as I am 
gifted. 



Help me to notice my neighbor and work 
through me to redeem my neighborhood. 



I am a sinner; 
please be my 

Shepherd, 
my Savior 

and my Lord.

Amen.
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Certified Lay Minister Class …
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7 hrs

12 min



Disappointment =

Reality    

Expectation







24 When Joseph woke from 

sleep, he did as the angel of 

the Lord commanded him; 





… there was no place for them in the inn. 



Help me to notice my neighbor and work 
through me to redeem my neighborhood. 



Be open to disappointments 

… notice your neighbor … 

and pray.

Help! Thanks.

Wow!



Being alone with fear can rapidly turn 

into panic. Being alone with frustration 

can rapidly turn into anger. Being alone 

with disappointment can rapid turn into 

discouragement and, 

even worse, despair.

- Mark Goulston

Not a good time to be alone…



“Twenty years from now you will be 

more disappointed by the things that you 

didn't do than by the ones you did do. So 

throw off the bowlines. Sail away from 

the safe harbor. Catch the winds 

in your sails. Explore ...”  

- H. Jackson Brown Jr. 

Not a good time to get stuck…



If we will be quiet and ready enough, 

we shall find compensation in every 

disappointment. Henry David Thoreau

Persevere.



When we focus on our gratitude, the tide 

of disappointment goes out and the tide 

of love rushes in. - Kristin Armstrong

Persevere.


