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"Enter by the narrow gate …”
Matthew 7:13-14, 4:17-22, 28:19-20.

VISION: We are a functional family of God, 

where Jesus is Lord and people grow.

MISSION: Every layperson is called to carry 

out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20); 

every layperson is called to be missional.

(¶126 of the 2016 Book of Discipline)

There are two kinds of people in this world: 

people who need to become disciples and 

disciples who need to become disciple makers.



Finish line. It’s hard, 

but it’s good to win. 

100 meter dash: 9.58/2009. 10.49/1988.



Crops don’t just happen.



If you want to change the world, 

start off by making your bed. 

Courage to 



Mat 7:13 "Enter by the narrow gate; 

for the gate is wide and the way

is easy, that leads to destruction, and 

those who enter by it are many. 



14 For the gate 

is narrow and 

the way is hard, 

that leads to life, 

and those who 

find it are few. 

Why?

Jesus offers us a choice …



Mat 4:17 From that time Jesus began to 

preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven is at hand." 

Luke 6:46 

"Why do you 

call me 'Lord, 

Lord,' and 

not do what I 

tell you?



18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he 

saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter 

and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 

sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And he said 

to them, "Follow me, and I will make you 

fishers of men." 20 Immediately they left 

their nets and followed him.

Mat 28:19 Go 

therefore and make 

disciples of all nations 



21 And going on from there he saw two other 

brothers, James the son of Zeb'edee and John 

his brother, in the boat with Zeb'edee their 

father, mending their nets, and he called them. 

22 Immediately they left the boat and their 

father, and followed him. 

Mat 28:20 

teaching 

them to observe 

all that I have 

commanded you; 



23 And he went about all Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues and preaching the gospel of 

the kingdom and healing every disease and 

every infirmity among the people. 24 So his 

fame spread throughout all Syria, and they 

brought him all the sick, those afflicted with 

various diseases and pains, demoniacs, 

epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. 

25 And great 

crowds 

followed him



Jesus paid it all … salvation is free.



But it costs something 

to follow Jesus.



It costs something to follow Jesus.

Hard decisions 

easy life, 

easy decisions, 

hard life.



Make your prayers.

Read your Bible.

Listen to the Spirit.

Love your neighbor.

Sow … Reap

It costs something to follow Jesus.



How 

narrow is 

the gate? 



Lord, you said to ask, seek and knock.

I ask for this: to truly and earnestly 

repent of my sins, and be in love and charity 

with all my neighbors. 

I seek to lead a new life, following the 

commandments of God, and walking from 

henceforth in his holy ways.  

I knock at your Gate, seeking to draw 

near with faith, and find comfort in you as I 

make my humble confession to almighty God. 


