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Ask … Seek … Knock.
Mat 7:7-12; James 4:2-3, Matthew 20:32, 

Philippians 4:6-7  

VISION: We are a functional family of God, 

where Jesus is Lord and people grow.

MISSION: Every layperson is called to carry 

out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20); 

every layperson is called to be missional.

(¶126 of the 2016 Book of Discipline)

There are two kinds of people in this world: 

people who need to become disciples and 

disciples who need to become disciple makers.



James 4:2 … You do not have, because 

you do not ask. 
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3 You ask and do not receive, because 

you ask wrongly, to spend it on your 

passions. 
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Matthew 20:32 

And Jesus 

stopped and 

called them, 

saying, "What 

do you want 

me to do for 

you?"

Jesus waits to be asked …



What we ask

reveals the 

level of our 

understanding.

Jesus waits to be asked …



Mat 7:7 "Ask, and it will be given 

you; seek, and you will find; knock, 

and it will be opened to you. 8 For 

every one who asks receives,

and he who seeks finds,

and to him who knocks

it will be opened. 

These three go together.



Ask (and keep on asking)

ask, request, beg, petition



Be 

relentlessly

curious.

Seek (and 

keep on 

seeking) 

seek, search for, 

desire, inquire, 

investigate



knock, beat a door with a stick, to gain admittance

Knock (and keep on knocking)  



9 Or what man of you, if his son 

asks him for bread, will give 

him a stone? 10 Or if he asks 

for a fish, will give him a 

serpent? 11 If you then, who are 

evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how 

much more will your Father 

who is in heaven give good 

things to those who ask him! 



Don’t 

be 

afraid 

to 

ask!



12 So whatever you wish that men 

would do to you, do so to them; for 

this is the law and the prophets. 

Don’t 

be 

afraid 

to 

share!



Ask for wisdom.

(and keep on seeking) 



Knock (and keep on knocking)  



Philippians 4:6-7 Have no 

anxiety about anything, but 

in everything by prayer 

and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which 

passes all understanding, will 

keep your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.


