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Father your neighbor!

VISION: We are a functional family of God, 

where Jesus is Lord and people grow.

MISSION: Every layperson is called to carry 

out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20); 

every layperson is called to be missional.

(¶126 of the 2016 Book of Discipline)

There are two kinds of people in this world: 

people who need to become disciples and 

disciples who need to become disciple makers.



Growing older is not optional.

Growing up is optional. 

Many do not.



Growing older is not optional.

Growing up is optional. 

... not so, says John Wesley.

We are going on to perfection 

= Sanctifying grace.

This takes time.

Time to 

grow.



Growing older is not optional.

Growing up is optional. 

... not so, says God the Father.

Matthew 28:20: learning to observe 

everything Jesus 

commanded.

This takes time. 

Time to grow.



Mother love

... Nurture.

Unconditional

“ I love you so 

much! You are 

perfect just as 

you are."



Father love ... 

Encouraging.

Challenging.

"I can't wait 

for you to 

grow up."



All parents want the baby to grow up.

How does God help God’s children grow up?



5 And have you forgotten the exhortation 

which addresses you as sons? --"My son, 

do not regard lightly the discipline of the 

Lord, nor lose courage when you are 

punished by him. 6 For the Lord 

disciplines him whom he loves, and 

chastises every son whom he receives."



7 It is for discipline 

that you have to endure. God is treating 

you as sons; for what son is there whom 

his father does not discipline? 8 If you 

are left without discipline, in which all 

have participated, then you are 

illegitimate children and not sons. 



9 Besides this, we have had earthly 

fathers to discipline us and we respected 

them. Shall we not much more be subject 

to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For 

they disciplined us for a short time at 

their pleasure, but he disciplines us for 

our good, that we may share his holiness.



My Dad loved police 

auction bicycles.

Frankenstein bikes.

Me: 

“I’m scared …

it will hurt.”

Dad:

It will hurt. 

You’ll be OK.



It was 

not like 

this.



Not quite as bad as this.



11 For the moment all discipline 

seems painful rather than pleasant; 

later it yields the 

peaceful fruit of 

righteousness to 

those who have 

been trained by it. 



11 For the moment all discipline 

seems painful rather than pleasant; 

later it yields

the peaceful fruit of righteousness to 

those who have been trained by it. 


