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- John Wesley’s Salvation by Faith: A 

Disposition of the Heart



1. The Faith of a Heathen: Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please him. For whoever would 

draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

2. The Faith of a Devil: Luke 4:34 “Ah! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 

destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.”

3. Discipleship before the cross: Mat 19:27 Then Peter said in reply, "Lo, we have left everything and 

followed you. What then shall we have?"

Luke 10:17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!"

Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of 

God-- 9 not because of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

4. Discipleship after the cross: Rom 6:4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

5. With the heart: Rom 10:9 because, if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For man believes with his heart and so is 

justified, and he confesses with his lips and so is saved.

6. Preeminent: Col 1:18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the first-born from the 

dead, that in everything he might be pre-eminent.

Col 1:27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of 

this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
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This is meant to be an emotional day.

Is your 

heart full 

or empty?



Preached at St. Mary's, Oxford, before 

the University, on June 18, 1738.



Cutting the herd – ranch sorting.



Eph 2:8  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith; and this is not your 

own doing, it is the gift of God-- 9  not 

because of works, lest any man should 

boast. 10  For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand, that we 

should walk in them.



Now, that we fall not short of the grace of God, 

it concerns us carefully to inquire, --

I. What faith it is through which we are saved. 

II. What is the salvation which is through faith. 

III. How we may answer some objections. 



And, first, it is not barely the faith of a heathen. 

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to 

please him. For whoever would draw near to God 

must believe that he exists and that he rewards 

those who seek him.



2. Nor, secondly, is it the faith of a devil, 

though this goes much farther than that of a 

heathen. For the devil believes, not only that 

there is a wise and powerful God, gracious to 

reward, and just to punish; but also, that Jesus 

is the Son of God, the Christ, the Saviour of the 

world. (i.e. the Devil does not doubt.)

Luke 4:34 “Ah! What have you to do with us, 

Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 

us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.”



3. Thirdly. The faith through which we 

are saved, in that sense of the word 

which will hereafter be explained, is 

not barely that which the Apostles 

themselves had while Christ was yet 

upon earth … 



4. What faith is it then through which we are 

saved? 

It may be answered, first, in general, it is a 

faith in Christ: Christ, and God through Christ, 

are the proper objects of it. Herein, therefore, it 

is sufficiently, absolutely distinguished from the 

faith either of ancient or modern heathens. 

(And neither good works nor good intentions.)



And from the faith of a devil it is fully 

distinguished by this: it is not barely a 

speculative, rational thing, a cold, lifeless 

assent, a train of ideas in the head; but also a 

disposition of the heart. 



Rom 10:9 because, if you confess with your 

lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 10 For man believes with his heart and 

so is justified, and he confesses with his lips 

and so is saved.



At the heart 
of the matter 
… is your 
heart.

Not head, 
nor deeds, 
nor worldly 
goods.



5. And herein does it differ from that faith 

which the Apostles themselves had while our 

Lord was on earth, that it acknowledges the 

necessity and merit of his death, and the power 

of his resurrection. 

Rom 6:4  We were buried therefore with him by 

baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 

too might walk in newness of life.



II. What salvation it is, which is through this 

faith, is the Second thing to be considered. 

1. And, First, whatsoever else it imply, it is a 

present salvation. It is something attainable, 

yea, actually attained, on earth, by those who 

are partakers of this faith. 



This is 
meant to be 
right here, 
right now 
faith.

We are to 
walk in 
newness of 
life.
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It is meant to be an emotional faith.

Open 

your 

heart 

today

and let yourself feel.



Mark 12:30  … 
and you shall 
love the Lord 
your God with 
all your heart, 
and with all your 
soul, and with all 
your mind, and 
with all your 
strength.'



Let yourself feel 
& it will be real.

Col 1:27 
…the riches of 

the glory of 
this mystery, 
which is Christ 

in you, the 
hope of glory.


