
05/29/16 Memorial Day ... 3000:

Pentecost Continues Acts 2:37-47
Acts 2:37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

"Brethren, what shall we do?" 38 And Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to 

you and to your children and to all that are far off, every one whom the Lord our God calls to him."

Acts 2:40 And he testified with many other words and exhorted them, saying, "Save yourselves from this crooked 

generation." 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand 

souls. 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 

prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul; and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.

Acts 2:44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 and they sold their possessions and 

goods and distributed them to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 

bread in their homes, they partook of food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all 

the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.



It’s almost 9 o’clock, Pentecost evening.

It’s been a very long day. What’s next?



Acts 2:41 So those who received his 

word were baptized, and there were 

added that day about 3000 souls. 

Question: How would any church 

today cope with that sort of growth?

What did they do back then?



What did they do next?

Acts 2:42 And they devoted themselves 

to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Acts 2:46 And day by day, attending the 

temple together and breaking bread in 

their homes, they partook of food with 

glad and generous hearts



#1. They did what Jesus told them to 

do, and what they had always done.

Mat 28:19  Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit,

-------------- What comes after Pentecost:

Mat 28:20  teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 

always, to the close of the age."



What did Jesus say about this?



#2. They did not create a new church; 

they utilized the existing temple.

Acts 2:46 And day by day, attending the 

temple together and breaking bread in 

their homes, they partook of food with 

glad and generous hearts, 47 praising 

God and having favor with all the people. 

And the Lord added to their number day 

by day those who were being saved.



Zero investment of energy into changing 

the temple, changing the worship, 

changing the institutional church to make 

it more Christian.



Cell “mother” church provides this so 

the cells can focus on making disciples.

The Church of England provides this so 

that Wesley’s class meetings can …



Acts 2:46 And day by day … breaking bread 

in their homes, they partook of food with glad 

and generous hearts …

Jesus:  Groups of 12 (then 70 then 120). 

3000 / 120 = 25 per disciple maker 

= average of 2 groups of 12 (with 10 extra)

#3. They gathered in 

homes after work for 

an evening meal 

(with communion).



What did Jesus say about this?

What did they talk about in small groups?



#4. They devoted 

themselves to … 

the apostles' 

teaching … at 

Solomon’s Porch:

Acts 5:12  Now many signs and wonders 

were done among the people by the 

hands of the apostles. And they were all 

together in Solomon's Portico.



Solomon’s Porch or Portico was the 

colonade by the East gate … where the 

Messiah was to enter the Temple.



#4. Solomon's Porch math:

“equip the saints for the 

work of ministry, for building

up the body of Christ …” Eph 4:11
12 apostles sitting at 12 tables x 12 

persons at each table = 

up to 144 persons taught, trained and 

supervised per hour.

X 40 hours per week = 5,760 persons.

(1x12x25 = 300 + apprentices)



What did Jesus say about this?

What did they talk about at Solomon’s

Porch?



What did Jesus say about this?

Mat 28:20  

teaching 

them to 

observe all 

that I have 

commanded 

you;



Mat 28:20  teaching them to observe

all that I have commanded you;

What did Jesus say about this?I

There is a plan for growing church. 

There is a path. It’s not complicated.


