
05/27/18 - Memorial Day Sunday

Building Heroes, Uphill

Hebrews 11:32-40, 12:1-14.

VISION: We are a functional family of God, 

where Jesus is Lord and people grow.

MISSION: Every layperson is called to carry 

out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20); 

every layperson is called to be missional.

(¶126 of the 2016 Book of Discipline)

There are two kinds of people in this world: 

people who need to become disciples and 

disciples who need to become disciple makers.

05/27/18 - Memorial Day Weekend Sunday

Building Heroes, Uphill

Hebrews 11:32-40, 12:1-14.



A new life

A new church

A new future

awaits us 

beyond the day of Pentecost; 

but the resurrection is uphill. 



Staff Sergeant
Arthur F. Kueker,
my grandfather's 

first cousin,
was awarded a 

silver star; he and 
a private captured 

a German 
machine  gun nest 

with bayonets.
It was uphill.



You 

can’t 

coast 

uphill.

Almost everything in 

life that is valuable 

is uphill.



We are very fond of coasting.



Hebrews 11:32 And what more shall I 

say? For time would fail me to tell of 

Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of 

David and Samuel and the prophets -

33 who through faith conquered 

kingdoms, enforced justice, received 

promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 

34 quenched raging fire, escaped the 

edge of the sword, won strength out of 

weakness, became mighty in war, put 

foreign armies to flight ... 



Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are 

surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us also lay aside every 

weight, and sin which clings so 

closely, and let us run with 

perseverance the race that is set before 

us, 2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 

that was set before him endured the 

cross, despising the shame …



Mark 14:35 And going a little 

farther, he fell on the ground and 

prayed that, if it were possible, the 

hour might pass from him. 



Mark 14:36 And he said, “Abba, 

Father, all things are  possible to 

thee; remove this cup from me; yet 

not what I will, but what thou wilt.”

God’s will

is uphill.



If you have lost your way,

you will find it

hidden behind 

what you are

avoiding.



If you have lost your way,

you will find it

hidden behind 

what you are

avoiding.

You will

find it

uphill.



John 20:21  

Jesus said to 

them again, 

"Peace be 

with you. 

As the Father 

has sent me, 

even so

I send 

you."

Spirit flows in …

Spirit flows out …



Acts 23:11  The 

following night the 

Lord stood by him 

and said, "Take 

courage, for as 

you have testified 

about me at 

Jerusalem, so you 

must bear witness 

also at Rome."



Take courage.



There are two ways to give your life.



But you always have a choice: 

you can be like Jesus. 

Take courage. And go uphill.


