
April 1, 2018 – Easter (Communion)



For many people and many churches

Easter is a day on the calendar.

And a joyful celebration.



But they have not yet gone THROUGH

the                          resurrection. 

For them, 

it has not 

happened 

... Yet.



Mark 16:5 And entering the 

tomb, they saw a young man 

sitting on the right side, 

dressed in a white robe; and 

they were amazed. 6 And he 

said to them, "Do not be 

amazed; you seek Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was crucified. 

He has risen, he is not here; see 

the place where they laid him. 



7 But go, tell his disciples 

and Peter that he is going 

before you to Galilee; there 

you will see him, as he told 

you." 8 And they went out 

and fled from the tomb; for 

trembling and astonishment 

had come upon them; and 

they said nothing to any 

one, for they were afraid. 



Easter has happened… but not for 

them. They were still stuck on 

Friday. 

Fear can 

make us 

like little 

children.

Or 

Saturday.



Yes, you were.



Romans 6:1 What shall we 

say then? Are we to 

continue in sin that grace 

may abound? 2 By no 

means! How can we who 

died to sin still live in it? 3 

Do you not know that all of 

us who have been baptized 

into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? 



4 We were buried therefore with him by 

baptism into death, so that as Christ was

raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of 

life. 5 For if we have been 

united with him in a death 

like his, we shall certainly 

be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. 



3 … were 

baptized 

into his 

death? 4 

We were 

buried

therefore 

with him 

by 

baptism 

into death,

so that as 

Christ was 

raised

from the 

dead by 

the glory 

of the 

Father, we 

too might 

walk in 

newness 

of life.



It all began as I 
sat on the floor of 
the YMCA on the 
campus of the 
University of 
Illinois on the 

evening of 
February 29, 1972

Experiencing the resurrection:  a rite of 

passage. Mission trip. Walk to Emmaus. 

And suddenly, all things become new.



Prevenient - - -
Justifying - - -

The Light Bulb: newness of life.

Sanctifying

Phil 3:10  … that I may know
him and the power of his resurrection...



Center for Parish Development Church

Growth Principle: 

“the laity 

are excited about 

what is happening 

in their church.”

Enthusiasm = “in God”



REAL 

One Minute for God



Sometimes, 

it’s hard to 

get up.



Sometimes, 

it’s hard to 

get up.

We haven’t 

yet learned 

how to 

walk.



It’s time to lead a new life.

If Easter has happened, 

anything is possible!


