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Title:  First Be Reconciled to Your 

Brother!

Matthew 5:17-25



Matthew 5:17 "Think not that I have 

come to abolish the law and the 

prophets; I have come not to abolish 

them but to fulfil them. 18 For truly, I 

say to you, till heaven 

and earth pass away, 

not an iota, not a dot, 

will pass from the law 

until all is accomplished.



19 Whoever then relaxes one of the least 

of these commandments and teaches men 

so, shall be called least in the kingdom of 

heaven; but he who does them and 

teaches them shall be called great in the 

kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, 

unless your righteousness exceeds that of 

the scribes and Pharisees, 

you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven. 



We do not fulfill them by doing away 

with them: All of the commandments 

=

neighbor yourself

love the Lord your God with all



Mat 22:35  And one of them, a 
lawyer, asked him a question, to test 
him. 36  "Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the law?“ 37  And 
he said to him, "You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind. 
38 This is the great
and first commandment.



Mat 22:39  And a second is like it, 
You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. 40  On these two 
commandments 
depend all the 
law and the 
prophets."



Triangle in order to avoid people…

neighbor yourself

love the Lord your God with all



21 "You have heard that it was said to the 

men of old, 'You shall not kill; and whoever 

kills shall be liable to judgment.’ 

22 But I say to you that every one who is 



… angry with his brother shall be liable to 

judgment; whoever insults his brother shall 

be liable to the council, and whoever says, 

'You fool!' shall be liable to the hell of fire. 

Sow … Reap …



“Very often mass shooters are injustice 

collectors and they’re angry at the 

masses, so there’s that component where 

everybody doesn’t have a right to live 

because the mass shooter is angry at 

‘others’ in general,” psychotherapist, Dr. 

Robi Ludwig told Fox News. “And then 

there’s this feeling of just intense rage 

where killing one person is not enough.”

Sow … Reap …



23 So if you are offering your gift at 

the altar, and there remember that 

your brother 

has something 

against you, 

“false positives” – Is there a fire here?



Denial = ignoring the truth.

Short term gain,

Long term pain.



Denial = baby kittens with white stripes!



24 leave your gift there 

before the altar and go; first be 

reconciled to your brother, and then 

come and offer your gift.



Some problems and some people are 

still unsafe …



First be 

reconciled 

to your 

brother, and 

then come 

and offer 

your gift.



Let grace happen …


