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First General Rule: Do No Harm: 

The Light House
Mat 3:5  Then went out to him Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan, 6  and they were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 

Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath 

to come? 8  Bear fruit that befits repentance, 9  and do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as 

our father'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10  Even now the axe is 

laid to the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire. 11  "I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose 

sandals I am not worthy to carry; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12  His winnowing fork 

is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire."

Mat 7:17 So, every sound tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears evil fruit. 18 A sound tree cannot bear evil 

fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 

the fire. 20 Thus you will know them by their fruits. 21 "Not every one who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter 

the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to 

me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty 

works in your name?' 23 And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you evildoers.'



Difference between a church and a 

movement: fans vs. team. 

Church welcomes all. Grace.

movement can be restrictive. High 

standards. School vs. Athletic team. 

Citizens vs military. 

General Rules. 

Difference: church and a movement.



Lighthouse vs battleship story.

You turn aside.

what do you not like?

Points toward what you want. 

HMS Vanguard

“Please divert your course 15 degrees to …”



which

would 

make a 

tremendous 

difference

Coveys Question ... “What one thing 

could you STOP DOING …

in your personal life?”



Mat 4:17  From that time 

Jesus began to preach, 

saying, "Repent, 

for the kingdom 

of heaven 

is at hand."

Follow Me: Jesus Christ invites

you to have a Repentance Project...



Be wise: 

Start with a “To 

NOT Do” list.



Guide me to all that is good, 
cleanse me from all that is not. 

What I don’t want can reveal what I want.



Matt 7:26 And every one who 

hears these words of mine 

and does not do them will be 

like a foolish man who built 

his house upon the sand; 

Inventory.



27 and the rain fell, and the 

floods came, and the winds 

blew and beat against that 

house, and it fell; and great 

was the fall of it." 



7:1 "Judge not, that you be not 

judged. 2 For with the judgment 

you pronounce you will be 

judged, and the measure you give 

will be the measure you get. 

Your

Inventory.



Divert 

your 

course …

You can’t win an argument 

with a lighthouse.

What’s on your list?



You know ...

Don’t go there. 

Don’t do that.

Do no harm.

St Joseph 

Michigan



Credits


