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“Let it be so now…”

Matthew 3



Mat 3:1  In those days came 

John the Baptist, preaching in 

the wilderness of Judea,

"Repent, for 

the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand."



3 For this is he who was 

spoken of by the prophet Isaiah 

when he said, "The voice of 

one crying in the wilderness:

Prepare the 

way of the 

Lord, make his 

paths straight." 



Matthew 3:11 "I baptize you with water 

for repentance, but he who is coming 

after me is mightier than I, whose sandals 

I am not worthy to carry; he will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 



12 His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, 

and he will clear 

his threshing floor

and gather his wheat into the granary, but the 

chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 



There’s a 

new sheriff 

in town …



Matthew 3:13 Then Jesus came from 

Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be 

baptized by him. 14 John would have 

prevented* him, saying, "I need to be

baptized by 

you, and do 

you come to 

me?"

*I obstinately prevent, hinder; forbid.



14 John would have prevented him…

1. The way the 

world works …

Those who 

are powerful 

are put first. 

They kneel 

to no one.



14 John would have prevented him…

1. The way the 

world works …

2. The way we’ve always 

done it before …

We follow the 

customs of our 

religion and 

our traditions.



14 John would have prevented him…

1.  The way the world 

works …

2. The way we’ve always 

done it before …

3. An inner sense of how things 

should be done, an 

inner knowledge 

of good and

of evil…



Ἄφες – Permit it. Send 

away; release (discharge). 

Let it go. Let it be. Relax.

"Let it be so now; 

for thus it is 

fitting for us to 

fulfill all 

righteousness.“ 

Then he 

consented.



16 And when Jesus was 

baptized, he went up 

immediately from the 

water, and behold, the 

heavens were opened 

and he saw the Spirit of 

God descending like a 

dove, and alighting on 

him; 17 and lo, a voice 

from heaven, saying, 



4:17 From that time 

Jesus began to 

preach, saying, 

Repent, 

for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.

Ἄφες – Permit it. 

Send away; release 

(discharge). Let it 

go. Let it be. Relax.



- The Right Way

- The Wrong Way

- The King’s Way

(Jesus)

"Let it be so now…” 



There’s a 

new king 

in town …

"Let it be so now; 

for thus it is fitting 

for us to fulfill all 

righteousness."



Repent = rethink: cooperate with Jesus. 

Then he 

consented.



Why do we think 

we know better 

than King Jesus?

Let’s cooperate.

"Let it be so now…” 


