
The Bishop and the Cabinet Challenge Congregations to Read
Through Bible in a Year

The IGRC Cabinet used its address at the 2011 Annual Conference to encourage United Methodists
to continue to practice the spiritual disciplines of fasting and add an additional component: reading
through the Bible within the next year.

“Teams that consistently win keep doing the basics well,” IGRC Co-Chair Randy Reese said. “The
cabinet will lead you again this year in a call to First Thursdays … a call to prayer and fasting. It’s a
spiritual discipline that is much more than a one-year fling.”

Co-Chair In-Sook Hwang noted that the role of leaders is to keep the vision before the people on a
regular basis. “In Kingdom matters, maintaining doesn’t really exist. We’re either moving forward or
sliding backward. For us to celebrate that we have the same number attending worship this year as
last year translates into God’s kingdom losing ground,” she said. “It’s bigger than bragging rights for
attendance; it’s bigger than survival issues for my church; it’s greater than someone paying attention
to me.”

Reese said the stories from around the conference from persons who are participating in First
Thursdays are amazing. “Young people leaving annual conference last year and getting
commitments to fast and pray from someone in each church of the six-point parish they are a part
of…stories of people praying together that don’t really like each other…stories of holy ground
moments with others who have never prayed before,” Reese said. “The list goes on and on.” Reese
noted that Tom Albin, dean of The Upper Room in Nashville, Tenn., who joined the Cabinet last fall
for a retreat said that the initiative was creeping up in conversation in other annual conferences and
in Nashville.

To complement the First Thursday initiative, the Cabinet is developing a “through the Bible in a year
plan that will be available in the near future through the IGRC website and emails.

The program starts on Monday, August 1, 2011.

Bible One-Year Reading Plan
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Week #1 = 08/01/11 - #10 = 10/03/11 - # 20 = 12/12/11

1 08/01/11 14 10/31/11 27 01/30/12 40 04/30/12
2 08/08/11 15 11/07/11 28 02/06/12 41 05/07/12
3 08/15/11 16 11/14/11 29 02/13/12 42 05/14/12
4 08/22/11 17 11/21/11 30 02/20/12 43 05/21/12
5 08/29/11 18 11/28/11 31 02/27/12 44 05/28/12
6 09/05/11 19 12/05/11 32 03/05/12 45 06/04/12
7 09/12/11 20 12/12/11 33 03/12/12 46 06/11/12
8 09/19/11 21 12/19/11 34 03/19/12 47 06/18/12
9 09/26/11 22 12/26/11 35 03/26/12 48 06/25/12

10 10/03/11 23 01/02/12 36 04/02/12 49 07/02/12
11 10/10/11 24 01/09/12 37 04/09/12 50 07/09/12
12 10/17/11 25 01/16/12 38 04/16/12 51 07/16/12
13 10/24/11 26 01/23/12 39 04/23/12 52 07/23/12
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