
03/28/16 Easter Sunday:
The Purpose Driven Resurrection
Text: Romans 4:23-5:2, 6:3-4..



After the funeral, she looked at me with 
pity, as if I were mentally impaired ...

“You do believe this, don't you,” she said.



I do. I do believe it. I don't see why one 
would not believe in the resurrection.

“You do believe this, don't you,” she said.



Compared to the creation of the universe, 
why is a resurrection difficult for God?

Then, why should I have difficulty believing it?



Allow me to introduce you to Dolly.

Born: July 5, 1996, near Edinburgh, Scotland.
Died: age 6, quite young, from a progressive 

lung disease and severe arthritis. 

Survivors: 
6 daughters, 

Bonnie, 
Sally, Rosie, 
Lucy, Darcy 
and Cotton.

I do believe. 



God had a purpose 
in the sufferings 

of Jesus.



This is a purpose driven death.

It is the first part of a 

purpose 

driven 

resurrection.



This is a 
purpose driven 
resurrection. It 
is the first part 

of a purpose 
driven life –

YOURS.



Rom 4:23  But the words, "it was reckoned 
to him," were written not for his sake alone, 
24  but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us 
who believe in him that raised from the dead 
Jesus our Lord, 25  who was put to death for 

our trespasses and raised for our 

justification.
Resurrection purpose:
For our justification.

Made righteous.
Made right; repaired.

Made whole.
Made Healthy; healed.



Rom 5:1  Therefore, since we are justified by 

faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 2  Through him
we have obtained access to this grace

in which we stand,

and we rejoice
in our hope

of sharing
the glory of God. 



but it is through

the resurrection that

we are justified. 

Shouldn't we be wearing
stones around our neck?

We are so focused 
on the cross … and 

through the cross, 
we are forgiven, 



The cross is a door … 

Romans 6:3  Do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus

were baptized into his death?



… into newness
of life.

Romans 6:4  
We were buried 
therefore with him 
by baptism into 
death, so that as 
Christ was raised 
from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, 
we too might walk 
in newness of life.





What is the resurrection to you?
- a myth for delusional people?
- a comforting symbol?
- an event from history, long ago?
- something that happened to Jesus?
- something that happens to us,

far, far in the future?
- something that can happen

to us, right here and now?

“… we too might walk in newness of life.”



It's time to 
walk in newness 

of life!

What's next?



REAL 



What would 
you like to 
see happen?


