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What is Maundy Thursday?



Maundy Thursday has 
many names

Holy Thursday
Covenant Thursday

Great & Holy Thursday
Thursday of Mysteries



It is the first of the three days 
of solemn remembrance of the 

events leading up to and 
immediately following the crucifixion 

of Jesus.



The English word “Maundy” comes 
from the Latin mandatum, which 

means to hand over or to give as to 
an order or command.



John 13:3-5
3 Jesus knew that the Father had put 
all things under his power, and that 

he had come from God and was 
returning to God; 



4 so he got up from the meal, took 
off his outer clothing, and wrapped a 

towel around his waist.



5 After that, he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash his disciples’ feet, 
drying them with the towel that was 

wrapped around him.



Part of Maundy Thursday is about 
service.  Jesus was the model servant, 

and he showed his servant attitude to his 
disciples. He wrapped a towel around his 
waist just as the lowliest slave would do 
and washed and dried his disciples’ feet.



Matthew 26:26-29
26 While they were eating, Jesus took 
bread, gave thanks and broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my body.”



27 Then he took the cup, gave thanks 
and offered it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you.  28 This is my blood 
of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins.



29 I tell you, I will not drink of this 
fruit of the vine from now until that 

day when I drink it anew with you in 
my Father’s Kingdom.”



As we observe the Lord’s Supper or 
Communion it should be a time to 
quietly reflect on Jesus’ death and 

his promise to come again, we 
should be thankful for God’s 

wonderful gift to us, and joyful as we 
meet with Christ and the body of 

believers.



A New Covenant!

The example of drinking from the cup 
shows the new covenant that God has 

made with his people.  People under the 
old covenant (those who lived before 

Jesus) could approach God only through 
a priest and an animal sacrifice.  



Now all people can come directly to God 
through faith because Jesus’ death has 

made us acceptable in God’s eyes.



When we take the Lord’s Supper or 
Communion we should remember 
the blessings of God and the new 

covenant that he has establish 
through his son Jesus.  We should 
remember what Jesus asked of us, 
“to do this in remembrance of me”.





Sacrament of Holy Communion

Prayer over the 

Bread and Cup



Prayer of Humble Access:

We do not presume to come to Your table, 

Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 

but only in Your mercy. We are not worthy to 

gather up crumbs under Your table, yet You 

welcome us as Your family.  Grant that, as we

share in this Sacrament of Your Son 

Jesus Christ, we may walk in newness of life, 

may grow into His likeness, and may ever

more dwell in Him and He in us. Amen.




